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To  the  Chairman  and  Member s^ 

Sturminster  Rural  District  Council, 


Ladies  &  Gjentlemen, 

I  have  the  honoiar  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1955» 

The  report  is  prepared  and  will  be  circulated  in  accordance 
with  the  reqxiirements  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London) 
Regulations  1935  &■  1951. 

The  report  shows  that  the  health  of  the  District  has  remained 
satisfactory  during  the  year  and  that  there  has  been  no  undue 
incidence  of  serious  infectious  disease. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr,  Dean  and  Mr,  Hodsonj,  your  Water  Engineer 
and  Sanitary  In^ectorj  for  their  co-operation  and  help  dioring  the  year 
and  for  their  assistance  in  preparing  this  report  and  to  my  cleric^, 

Miss. P, Goddard,  for  her  efficient  services  throughout  the  year. 

May  I  also  acknowledge  the  happy  co-operation  and  assistance 
I  always  obta.in  from  your  Clerk,  Mr,  Steptoe,  yoin*  Housing  Manager, 
Miss.  Bradley,  and  all  the  other  members  of  your  staff. 

Finally,  I  would  like  to  thank  you,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen,  for  your 
courtesy  and  consideration  throughout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honoior  to  be. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STURlvilNSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  IISALTH 

NOR  THE  YEAR 


A.  Area  »  45^364  acres. 

Rateable  value  “1st  April  1955  ”  £47^,028;  1st  April  195^  ■*  ^73s,'^3Q. 
Production  of  a  penny  rate  “  1st  April  1955  -  £187;  1st  April  '*95<5  “  £287. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Population  (Registrar  General's  Lstiraate)  "  9s, 880 


LI  Vi-,  BIRTHS, 


llaleo 

Total  83 
Legitimate  80 
Illegitimate  3 


Con^airative  figiores 

Pemale.  (a)Stxarii'dnster  R.D.C„  (b)  England  & 

H4  )  I^a.te  per  1  ^  000 

82  )  resident  pop; 

2  )  =  16„9  18.2  15.0 


STIIIBIRTHS. 

Total  2  Nil  Rate  per  1^,000 

live  and  stillbirths 

=  11o8  11.8  23.1 

DEATHS. 

Total  67  64  Rate  per  1,000 

resident  pop; 

-  13.3  10.0  11,7 


Deaths  in 
infants  xmder 
one  year  3 


Infantile  death 
rate  per  1 ,000 
live  births 

=  24.0  24.0 


24o5 


19^. 

19^0 

1953 

Deaths 

from  IvSatemal  Causes 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

!» 

It 

Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

II 

It 

Cancer  of  the  Lungs 

4 

1 

Nil 

tl 

i'l 

Coronary  Disease  (Angina)  - 

19 

17 

18 

It 

Tl 

Influenza 

1 

Nil 

3 

tr 

It 

Pneumonia 

5 

3 

2 

II 

It 

Motor  vehicle'  accidents 

2 

3 

1 

rt 

n 

All  other  accidents  “ 

2 

1 

Nil 

ft 

If 

Suicide 

Nil 

2 

2 

-  1  » 


B„  Nature  of  the  District 


The  District  is  essentially  agricultural  in  character »  Glove  making, 
both  in  the  factory  and  in  the  home  is  also  carried  on  in  many  parts  of 
the  Districto 


Co  Personal  Health  Service So 

The  persorlal  health  services,  including  the  Ambulance  Service, 
continued  to  be  provided  by  the  County  Council  o 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  has  continued  to  be  most  helpfial 
and  cO“Operative  in  connection  with  the  supervision  of  the  quality  of  the 
water  and  milk  sxjpplies  in  the  district  and  the  control  of  infectious 
diseasCo 


Do  Environmental  Health  Serviceso 


Sanitary  circxmistances  of  the  district  »■ 


1  o  SANITARY  STAFFo 


Engineer  and  Surveyor 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  - 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 


JoHoDean,  PoSoIoAo,  CoRoS„Io, 

MoIoPoHoEo  who  is  also  a  qualified 
Sanitary  Inspectoro 
PoHodson,  MoSoIoAo,  AoMdoPoHoEo, 

Mo  Ro  So  Ho 
Jo  AoMacdonaldo 


Both  Sanitary  Inspectors  are 
meat  inspectiono 


engaged  full-time  on  sanitary  duties  and 


Clerical  Staff  -  one  whole-time  clerk  and  ■typing  assistance  from 

typing  poolo 


2o  WATER  SUPPLYo 

(a)  Quantity o 
Consunrptiono 

Prom  Council's  own  Sources 
^om  Wincanton  RoDoC„ 

Deduct  Balk  Supplies  to 

(1 )  Dorchester  RqDqC, 

(a)  Brockhamp'ton 

(b)  Buckland  Newton 

(c)  Supplied  direct 

from  mains 


(2)  Sherborne  RoDpCo 

(a)  Holwell  and 

Bishops  Caundle 
Less  Hardwick  862,000 
Less  Cridland  28 o 000 


191,539,000 

5.915.000 

195,454,000 


1,934,000 

3,818,000 

2.500.000 

8,252,000 


10,072,000 


834.000 


9.2380OOO 


-  2  - 


17,490,000 


InET  district  CONSUlvETION 


177,964,000 

Total  water  afforded  by  meter  -  7C<i525,000 

Total  unmetered  vv-ater  (mainly  domestic)  -  107 ,43? .>000 

AveraF:e  per  head  per  day  based  on  population 

of  9«300  persons _ _ 31  r.allons. 


Soixrces, 

The  soui’ces  of  the  Council's  water  suvjpJ.ies  are  from  four  springs  out 
of  greeiisand  outcrops,  giving  the  foJ.lowiirig  lowest  jd-eldas- 


Cookv/ell,  Okeford  BMtzp-aine 
Duntish,  Buckland.  F'=?wton 
Ibherton 
SMllingstone 


150,000  g.p.dc 
96,000  g.p.rh 
26,000  g,p.d. 

26,0u0  gi>p,d. 


Total 


298,000  g,p,d= 


Sui^plies  are  also  obtainable  from  boreholes  at  Alton  Pancras  which  were 
test  pim:5)ed  in  19A-8  fomteen  cmtinuous  days  at  30,000  g.p.h. 


Wo  sliortage  of  water  ccci-rre-d  during  tiie  year  owing  to  the  progress  made 
on  the  Comprehensive  Scheme  in  the  laying  of  trunk  mains. 

There  was  some  ccnplaint  of  i.ow  pressure  In  the  Ivlarniiull  ai‘ea  and  at 
Ivingston,  fiazelbury  Bx-yan,  entixely  due  to  disti' ibution  problems  caused  by 
long  lengths  of  small  mairi.  but  'oy  the  end  of  the  year  these  proble5m.s  Y/ere 
overcome. 

Bulk  3\;5>plies  of  water  received  from  Yvincanton  Rural  District  Council 
via  Priors  Down  were  stopped  entirely  on  the  9th  October  19335  viiich 
stage  new  trunJ.;  mains  from  Alton  Pancras  were  able  to  take  over. 


‘Quality ,  The  quality  of  the  Council's  water  supplies  has  been 
satisi'actory  throughout  the  3^03X0  Regular  monthly  saxrples  have  been 
subifdtted  for  bacteriological  examination  in  addition  to  regular  checks 
for  the  quantity  of  residual  chlorine  and  annual  samples  for  chemical 
anal3'3is. 


Ail  sotxces  of  supply  hs.ve  been  regulai'ly  chlorinated, 
at  the  Alton  Pancras  source  by  chlorine  gas  and  at  all  other  sources  by 
chlora  ine. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  monthly  samples,  nine  samples 
have  been  taken  from  private  sources.  Three  of  these  v/ere  satisfactory, 
two  suspect  and  four  im satisfactory.  Chemical  samples  were  taken  from  the 
^ring  at  Okeford  Pitzpaine  and  frani  the  reservoir  at  Knapps  Hill,  Buckland 
Newton,  the  latter  being  contaminated  as  a  result  of  contamma tiori  of  the 
v/ater  supply  by  bitimriinised  paint, 

(c)  New  Works.  The  followirig  new  works  were  conpleted  dimig  the  j^ear  “ 

(1)  Completi.on  of  9”  AoC,  main  to  Frith  Reservoir 

and  Stalbridge  Lcjw  Le^/el  Reservoir-, 

(2)  Completion  of  7*'  main  froim  Stalbridge  to  I^isi-cnhull 
and  coixiection  to  the  existing  L-.rotmill  mains. 

Contracts  let  or  under  wayS'-- 

( 1 )  Re-laying  of  3"  mairi  from  Kings  Stag  to 

The  Antelcpe,  Haaelburj'  Br3>-an, 

(2)  Re-laj'ing  of  3”  nia.in  Droop  to 

Hazelburj'  Bryan  Church. 

(3)  Re-laying  with  6"  and  3"  main  the  existing 

4"  and  3”  main  from  Buckland  Nev/ton  to 

Mappowder, 

„  3  ” 


The  Couficil  liss  a  prograoiirfle  of  future  Contracts  as  folloy/ss “ 

(a)  Re-laying  of  3"  with  5"  main  Okeford  Pit^aine  to  Shillingstoneo 

(b)  Re-laying  of  existing  2"  with  a  4"  main,  from  Pilwell  to 

Convent,  Marnhullo 

(c)  Construction  of  an  additicmal  resemroir  at  Rake 

Alton  Pancras, 

(d)  Construction  of  new  Reservoir,  Break  Oak,  Sturminster  Newton® 


Di s tribution , 


PARISH, 

Council  1/Iains 

In  Out  Public 
Stand- 
pipes 

Private  Mains 
in  Ocit  Public 
Stand¬ 
pipes 

Wells 

In 

etc® 

Out 

Child  Okeford 

148 

4 

cs 

4 

1 

6 

Pif ehead  Magdalen 

45 

2 

- 

Pifehead  Neville 

40 

2 

== 

- 

Hazelbury  Bryan 

140 

8 

1 

_ 

1 

4 

Hanford 

10 

=» 

3 

Hamraoon 

15 

1 

- 

Hinton  St,  Mary 

9 

,, 

42 

7 

Ibberton 

30 

3 

i 

2 

2 

' 

Lydlinch 

74 

8 

_ 

1 

1 

Mans  ton 

42 

2 

1 

Mappowder 

42 

1 

», 

1 

5 

Marnhull 

281 

12 

1 

4 

2 

4 

Okeford  Pitzpaine 

125 

2 

4 

Pulhara 

40 

4 

1 

== 

Stalbridge 

297 

1.2 

3 

2 

Shil  1  ing  stone 

148 

2 

= 

4 

2 

2 

Stoke  Wake 

16 

aa 

=. 

Stourton  Camdle 

■70 

- 

« 

=- 

2 

Woolland 

«« 

* 

17 

3 

1 

6 

Sturminster  Ne\'/ton 

397 

8 

1 

— 

-0 

1 

2 

Y'/ootton  Glanvilles 

40 

2 

- 

10 

« 

2 

TOTAL 

Council  Houses 

1993 

1IC8 

72 

7 

103 

8 

10 

3 

12 

39 

TOTAL 

2101 

72 

7 

111 

10 

3 

12 

39 

Apart  frooi  the  parishes  of  Stoke  V/ake,  Woolland,  part  of  Glanvilles 
Y/ootton  a.id  part  of  Hin.ton  St.  Mary,  the  whole  District  is  covered  by  an 
efficient  water  supply  Scheme® 

The  Council  has  given  some  consideration  to  a  proposal  for  laying 
public  mains  in  place  cf  the  existing  private  mains  (which  are  inefficient) 
in  the  parish  of  Hinton  St®  tlary  and  liave  decided  in  principle  to  do  this 
work  at  the  appropriate  time.  As  regards  V/oolland,  investigations  are 
proceeding  to  enable  the  Council,  to  decide  vliat  steps  they  should  take  for 
a  v/ater  s\jpply  liaving  regard  to  the  following  position,  Wliilst  there  is 
a  very  good  existing  Spring  and  private  main  st^jplying  the  bulk  of  the 
village  with  satisfactory  v/ater,  the  condition  of  this  main  is  such  that 
it  requires  replacement  and  storage  facilities.  The  higher  part  of  the 

village  has  an  inadequate  supply  of  water  in  rei^ect  of  two  farms  and  some 
half-dozen  cottages  and  this  deficiency  could  be  met  by  talcing  a  supply/ 
from  a  private  scheane  at  Stoke  Wake  or  a  small  pxjinping  scheme  from  the 
existing  Y/oolland  Spring,  or  the  extension  of  mains  together  with  a 
Puitpirig  Scheme  from  the  Council's  Ibberton  so;rrce. 


“  4 


Of  these  SchemeSp  one  will  Jriave  to  be  determined  inthe  near  futiore 
and  at  the  appropriate  time. 

With  regard  to  Stoke  Wake^  there  is  a  new  private  borehole  Scheme 
which  is  progressing  very  slowly  but  which  would  appear  to  promise  an 
adequate  supply  for  the  parish  of  Stoke  Wake  incl.uding  four  Council 
houses  v/hich,  iq)  to  the  preseiit  mcaaentj  have  received  a  very  inadequate 
supply  of  water. 

The  pariah  of  Glaiivi.lles  V/ootton  appears  to  be  adequately  supplied 
in  the  parts  where  no  public  mams  exist  by  the  existing  private  mains. 


3.  I3RAIIUGE  mP  SEV/ERAGEo 
New  Works, 

(1.)  St'iarminster-  Newt  an  Se,verage,  The  treacraent  works  came  into 
operation  by  the  linking  up  of  the  old  sewers  and  the  Milk  Factory  drains 
to  the  inlet  sewei*  of  the  works.  Tine  lay  mg  of  sewers  in  Bath  Road  and 
Newton  was  also  cooqjieted  dvuring  the  year. 


(2)  MaiT-brll  Sewerage  Works.  The  improvement  of  these  works  by  ptie 
provision  of  sludge  bedSp  humus  tank  and  sludge  punpirg  station  was  also 
substantially  conpleted  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


Existirxpr  Works, 


Maint^ance  work  at  the  smaller  Serwage  IhLs^osal  Works  at  Mamiiullp 
Manston,  Hazelbury  Bryan 5  Pulham.j,  Ivlappowder  j,  Gl3n\*l.lles  V/ootton  and 
Stourton  Caujtidl.e  as  well  as  various  housing  estate  sewerage  systems  has 
been  successfully  carried,  out  by  a  fly±ng  squad  of  two  workmen^,  who  also 
operate  the  Coxmcll®  s  cesspool  axaptying  service. 

The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Staibridge  and  Srdllingstone  each 
employ  one  fxiU-time  attendant  and  at  the  Sturmicster  Newton  sewage  woi'ka 
there  are  two  men  enpiloyed  v/xth  a  responsibility  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  various  sewerage  pumping  stations  at  Mamhull^  Child  Okeford  and 
Sliill  ing  stone. 

Samples  of  all  effluents  are  regu.larly  taken  by  the  Dorset  Goxmty 
Council  and  tlie  great  ma.,jority  have  been  founds  on  examination,  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Approved  Schemes, 

A  starting  date  has  been  awarded  for  the  provisicn  of  a  main  sewer 
from  Hinton  St,  Mary  to  Marrihull  sewage  di^osal  works  and  this  wil.l 
serve  llie  Council,  houses  at  Hinton  St.  Mary  and  a  few  private  houses 
where  drainage  conditions  are  unsatisfactoiy ,  The  remainder  of  the 
sev/eriig  of  Hinton  St,  Mary  will  be  carried  out  at  a  later  date. 

The  following  Sclxemes  ha,ve  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  but  have 
not  yet  been  ooimiesj.ce-d, 

(a)  The  remaining  sewers  in  Stunrdnster  Newton, 

(b)  Sewerage  for  the  remaining  parts  of  Hintoti  St, Mary 

and  Mamhull  and  also  furtVisr  extensions  to  Sewage 

Diposal  Works, 

(c)  Haaelbury  Bryan  «  Sewering  rema.ining  part  of  this 

Parish  and  extension,  of  Sewage  Disposal  Works, 

(d)  Glanvilles  Wootton  Sewering  remaining  part  of 

built-' cp  area, 

(e)  Kings  Stag, 

The  Kings  Stag  Scheme  provides  for  the  acceptance  and  treatment 
of  the  effluent  from  the  Mi„lk  Factory  as  well  as  the  acceptance  of  the 
drainage  from  the  existing  Council,  house  schemes.  It  will  also  provide 
facilities  for  the  adequate  drainage  of  other  premises  inthe  locality. 
There  is  urgent  need  for  this  schero.e  to  be  proceeded  with, 

“  5  -* 


4.,  PUBLIC  CIEAI^SING, 


C®-)  House  Refuse.  A  mojn.th3.y  collection  of  house  refuse,  "with  a 
fortnightly  collection  inthe  more  built-up  areas,  is  made,  and  the  refuse 
is  dealt  with  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  Fifehead  Nevdile  tipo  This 
tip  has  now  been  in  use  since  -11952  and  it  will  be  recalled  had  an  estimated 
life  of  seven  yearsc  Owing  to  the  method  of  bulldozing  out  tipping  lines 
the  life  of  the  tip  is  likely  to  exceed  this  estimte  and  may  be  more  than 
ten  years o 

New  tipping  sites  at  Todber  and  Henstridge  were 
inspected,  but  difficulties  arose  inconnection  wi.th  the  acquisitim  of 
these  sites,  both  of  -vdiich  are  situated  outside  the  Riiral  District  boundary^ 
It  is  hoped  ti)at  the  Todber  Quarry  will  be  available  before  the  exi.sting 
tip  is  filled* 

Serious  consideration  was  given  during  the  year 
to  the  questicsi  of  making  a.  f  ortEiightly  collection  the  rule  in  those  parishes 
at  preseait  only  i-eceiving  a  monthly  collection,  but,  in.  view  of  the  increased 
estimated  cost  incijrred,  -the  Council  decided  to  continue  the  existing 
arr ang  emen  t s  * 

(^)  Salvage.  Sales  of  waste  paper  have  shown  an  increase  during  recent 
months  and  effort's  are  being  made  to  secure  a  further  increase.  The  value  of 
this  collection  fluctuates  as  tl-ie  price  obtamed  for  waste  paper  varies,  a 
drop  of  teal  shillings  per  ton  having  occurred  towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
year.  The  new  baling  shed  at  the  rear  of  the  Coixncd.1  garages  is  nearing 
conpletion  and  wi.il  permit  the  .release  of  the  chapel  at  Hinton  St,  Mary  when 
couple  ted. 

Materials  to  the  value  stated  below  were  salvaged  and 
sold  during  the  year  ~ 


Paper 

£331 « 

13s, 

2d, 

Metals 

£25, 

5s, 

6d, 

Rags 

£16, 

8so 

7d, 

Carpet  etc. 

£1, 

11  3. 

8d, 

£374, 

IBs, 

1 1d, 

(c)  Cesspool  Thiptying.  The  cesspool  emptying  service,  operated  under 
Section  74  of  the  Public  Health  Act  193 6,  h.as  been  valuable  during  the  year 
and  has  almost  eliminated  ces>^ool  nuisances.  This  cesspool  emptier  is  also 
used  in  connection  with  the  maintenance  of  snail  sewage  disposal  works  in 
small  villages  and  on  .housing  estates  and  also  cperated  at  the  request  of 
adjoining  Rural  Districts, 

No,  of  loads  taken  from  ces^ools  during  the  year  -  960, 


3,  Rr/FRS  AliD  STREAMS  POLLUTION , 

Dui'ing  the  year  conplaints  were  received  about  the  state  of  the  ditch 
receiving  the  effluent  from  the  slaughtei-house  at  ^fenston,  Thi.:3  ditch  was 
cleaned  out  and  in,  recent  months  the  effluent  lias  been  very  Hi-ic.Vi  inproved. 


6,  SHOPS  ACTS. 

Twenty-five  inspections  virere  earxied  out  under  the  Shops  Acts  in  the 
course  of  which  three  defects  were  found  and  dealt  with. 


"  6 


7.  FACTORIES  ACT  1937. 

No,  of  premises 

Inspections, 

Written 

on  register. 

Notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3j  4  &  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  14 

16 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Autliority  32 

35 

3 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  (excluding  outworkers* 
premises)  1.5 

28 

2 

Total  61  79  8 


Want  of  cleanliness 
Sanitary  Conveniences  =■ 
Insufficient 
Unsuitable  or  defective 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
realting  to  outwork) 


Noo  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  - 
Found,  Remedied,  Referred  by 

H,M,  Inspector, 

,5  4 

5  4 

4  3  1 

1  1 


Total  =  13  ^2 


1 


No,  of  outworkers  78, 


8,  SMOKE  •  ABATEMENT, 

No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year. 


9.  swuviming  baths. 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the  district  to  which  the  public 
have  access. 


10,  MQVEABLB  g/ffiLLINGS  AND  CA11P2NG  SITES, 

No  camping  sites  v/ere  licensed^  but  ten  licences  were  granted 
permitting  individual  caravans  to  be  stationed  on  specific  sites. 


1 1 ,  VERIflNOUS  PREMISES, 

During  the  year  disinfestations  were  carried  out  in  two  premises 
affected  -with  cockroacheSj,  eight  affected  with  fleas  and  thirty  premises 
affected  v/ith  flies.  The  infestations  of  flies  were  found  m  the  roof 
spaces  of  houses  and  were  treated  successfully  with  smoke  generators.  It 
is  quite  likely  that  a  large  number  of  premises  are  sc  affected  without 
the  infestation  being  discovered  tnat  I  am  certain  if  householders  were  to 
inspect  their  roof  spaces  annually  and  treat  them  for  hibernating  flies 
during  the  winter j  a  significant  reduction  in  the  number  of  flies  during 
the  summer  time  -would  be  achieved. 
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12,  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTSc 


The  North  Dorset  Joint  Rodent  Coramittee  of  vhich  the  Stumdnster 
Riiral  District  Comicil  is  one  of  the  six  constituent  authorities,  continued 
to  carry  out  the  pro-wdsions  of  the  Frerention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949® 

The  Rodent  Officer  and  his  stal'f  of  two  operatives  are  available  for 
the  treatment  of  inf  estations  and  the  organisation  has  worked  smoothly 
dtaring  the  year« 

During  the  year  72  Inspections  were  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  521  by  the  Rodent  Officer  and  his  staff  who,  also,  carried 
out  350  treatments. 


13.  RAG  FLOCK  cS:  OTHER  PIltLING  MATERIALS  ACT  195  u 

Thei-e  are  no  premises  sul:)ject  to  registration  under  the  above-mentioned 
Act  within -the  district. 


ANIMALS  ACT  1951, 


One  infection  was  carried  out  under  the  above^-mentioned  Act  during 
the  year.  No  premises  were  licensed  d’oring  the  year. 


15,  SCHOOLS  (INGLUDII'IG  SCHOOL  CAC^TEMS) . 

The  standard  of  hygieiis  of  the  school  canters  in  the  district  has 
remained  ccnsistently  high.  During  the  year  water  flush  sanitary 
conveniences  were  pro\d.ded  at  CMld  Okeford  School, 


16.  NATIOiTTAL  ASSIgPANCE  ACTS  1948  cfe  1951  -  Section  47, 

No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year  under  these  Acts 
for  the  conji-ulsory  removal  of  persons  requiring  institutional  or  ho^ital 
care. 


17,  HDUSItIG, 

No,  of  houses  inthe  district  3375 

Infection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  = 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  during  the  year  513 

No,  of  infections  made^ _  663 


No,  of  informal  notices  served  36 

No,  of  informal  notices  complied  with  29 


No,  of  statutory  notices  senred 

5 

No,  of  statutory  notices  complied  with 

No,  of  houses  reported  under  Section  11 
of  the  Housing  Act  1936 

8 

Action  taken  by  the  local  authority  in 
refect  of  such  houses  <= 

Demolition  Orders  made 

Nil 

Undertakings  accf ted  for  - 
(i)  Clos\are 

5 

(,iij  Reconditianing 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  action 

Nil 

No,  of  houses  included  in  Clearance  Areas  during 

the  year 

c.  8 


Nil 


Sliiiu  Clearance 


In  accordance  -with  Seci;ion  1  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act 
1954s  the  required  return  was  made  to  the  Ministry  of  the  Council's 
proposals  with  regard  to  slxmi  clearance^  This  return,  showedj,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Councilj,  the  estimated  number  of  unfit  houses  (requirin-g 
to  be  dealt  with  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  or  by  clearance) 
was  134  and  tliat  the  Coisncil  proposed  to  deal  with  these  houses  within 
the  next  five  years. 

Of  these  134  houses,  25  are  already  in.  existing  Clearance  Areas j,  18 
are  proposed  to  be  included  in  further  Clearance  Areas  and  29  are  to  be 
dealt  with  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  as  individual,  unfit 
houses. 

Overcrowding . 

One  case  of  statutory  overcrowding  was  f  o-md  during  the  year  and  was 
abated. 

Housing  Let  in  Lodgings. 

No  houses  are  kriowi  to  be  let  in  lodgings. 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954° 

No  spplicaticns  were  received  durin.g  the  year  for  cert.lf’i.eates  of 
disrepair  under  the  above-mentioned  Act.  This  would  suggest  that  property 
owners  are  not  taking  advantage  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  to  enable  them 
to  increase  the  rents. 

Improvement  Grants  (Housing  Act  1949  and  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954) . 

Twenty  five  applications  were  received,  during  the  year  (compared  with 
thirty-two  daring  the  preceding  year)  for  grants  under  the  above-mentioned 
Act.  Twenty^slx  grants  were  made  and  the  consideration  of  two  were  still 
pending  at  tlie  end  of  the  yea.r,. 

Requisitioned  Premises  etc. 

No  houses  were  held  under  requisition  by  the  Council  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  Two  houses  on  which  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  had  been  made 
were  occi.q)ied  under  licence  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Provision  of  New  Houses  and  Re-housiu-i. 

Twenty^three  new  dwellings  'were  provided  by  the  Council  during  the 
year  and  nine  by  private  enterprise.  The  total  number  of  council  houses 
in  the  district  is  1,1 23o  124  families  were  housed  by  the  Council  during 

the  year. 

Old  People's  Crouped  Dwellings . 

The  follow±.n.g  figures  relafce  to  the  change  of  occupancj^  of  the 
grouped  dwellings  in  the  eight  years  during  which  one  or  more  of  these 
have  been  occupied  and  may  be  of  interest. 

The  total,  number  of  o,L'i  people  occi:pying  these  dwellings  have  been  89. 
The  average  age  o.f  1.aking  ip  the  tenancy  has  been  74  years.  Twelve  tenancies 
have  ceased  as  a  result  of  death,  one  on  transfer  to  other  accommodation, 
five  as  a  result  o,f  the  old  person  going  to  live  with  relatives  and  five 
as  a  result  of  transfer  to  hospital  acccmmodaticoa.  In  no  instance  has  a 
tenant  from  one  of  these  groxped  d.welling3  required  to  be  bransf erred  to 
Part  III  accommodation,  i.e.  an.  Old  People's  Home,  These  figures  would 
appear  to  conf'irm  that  the  provision  of  this  type  of  grouped  dwelling 
for  old  pecple  does  reduce  the  demand  for  Part  III  accommoda.tion. 
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18.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES > 


1.  Milk« 

Food  &  Drugs  (Milk  &  Dairies)  Act^  194^<. 

No.  of  'dealers’  subject  to  registration 
by  the  District  Council  londer  regulation  14 
of  the  llilk  (Special  Designations) (Raw  Millc) 

Reg\ilations  1 949  6 

No.  of  'dealers'  subject  to  licensing  under 
regulation  14  of  the  l\iilk  (Special  Designations) 

(Pasteiorised  and  Sterili.zed  Milk)  Regula  tions  1949  6 

No,  of  'dairies''  in  the  district  subject  to 
registration  tmder  regul.ation  8  cf  tiie  Is.lilk  & 

Dairies  Regulations  1 949 _ 3 

No,  of  ’distributors'’  subject  to  regtstration 

under  regulation.  8  of  the  Mi.lk  &  Dairies 

Regulations  1 94-9  13 

Sajnples. 

106  sanples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  for  examination 
during  the  year. 

ililk  &  Dairies  Regulations  1949  "  Regulation  20. 

No  action  was  fsilLed.  ror  or  taken  during  the  year. 


2.  Other  Food  Fremsea. 


No,  of  premises  inthe  district  subject 

to  Section  13  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act  1938 

114 

No„  being 

restaurant  kitchens 

Jt 

hotel  kitchens 

.24 

food  factories 

12 

No,  of  such  pr anises 

inspected 

4 

No,  inspected  being  - 

”  re3tauran.t  kitchens 

12 

hotel  kitjfhens 

4 

food  factories 

18 

No.  of  premises  in  the  district  subject  to 
registration  under  Secti.cn  14  of  the  Food  & 

Drugs  Act  1938  _ 42. 


No.  of  such  premises  registered  in  respect  of  “ 

(a''  Ice-^cream  _  38 

(b)  Sausages  and  pref,'ared  meats  11 
No,  of  prenriises  in;gDected  during  tiae  year  6,3 

No,  of  sajiples  of  ice-cream  taken  and  submitted 

for  Methylene  Blue  Test  _ _ _  38 


Results  S"  Grade  1  29 

"2^6 
"3-1 
"4-2 

No,  of  mspections  of  food  stalls  _ 


Food  Inspection. 

Slaughterhouses,  Two  licensed  slaughterhouses  continued  to  be  used 
in  the  district  during  the  year. 

Only  a  snail  amount  of  meat  slaughtered  here  is^ 
in  fact,  consumed  viathin  the  districts  most  of  the  carcases  (principally 
pigs  and  calves)  ai'e  serit  out  of  the  district  and  yet  the  re^onsibility 
for  the  infection  of  these  carcases  for  fitness  for  human  consumption 
rests  on  your  Council  and  is  a  charge  on  the  local  rates.  This  would 
appear  to  be  inequitable. 


10  ^ 


Although  it  is  now  eighteen  months  since  the  control  of  slaughtering 
ceased,  there  is  stilJl  no  adequate  safeguard  in  respect  of  the  disposal  of 
ccaideraned  meat  found  unfit  for  human  consunption,  although  legislation  to 
make  such  provision  has  been  promised. 


Meat  Inspection  at  Slaughterhouses, 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned, 


Cattle, 

Calves, 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Number  killed 

1098 

1908 

8872 

284 

,  ,  ,  Ante  Mortem 

Humber  injected 

593 

1098 

820 

1908 

4075 

8872 

109 

284 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis, 

2 

20 

15 

CO 

Whole  carcase  coaidenaied 

Carcase  of  -vdiich  some  pai  t  or 
organ  was  condeirane-d 

438 

955 

466 

47 

Percentage  of  the  ntmber  killed 
affected  with  disease  othei-  than. 
Tuberculosis 

40,07 

I 

I 

I 

! 

I 

I 

51,10  I  5,46 

16,54 

Tuberciilosis  only. 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

1 

25 

6 

Carcase  cf  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

47 

461 

11 

Percentage  of  the  number  killed 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

4,37 

25,47 

0.19 

Meat  Inspecticai  at  Butchers”  and  Other  Shops, 

iVenty-eight  inspections  were  carried  out  as  a  resiilt  of  which  seventeen 
pounds  of  meat  or  meat  products  were  condeimed. 

Other  Food  102  tins  of  other  food  were  condemned  at  Food  Shops, 


19.  SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  (INCLUDING  HDIBINC)  CARRIED  OUT, 


Total.  No,  of  inspections  (under  all  headings)  1975 

Total  No,  of  informal  notices  served  75 

Total  No,  of  informal  notices  caiplied  with  ^ 

Total  No.  of  statutory  notices  served  5 

Total  No,  of  statutory  notices  coaiplied  with 

No,  of  prosecutions 


Nil 


E.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE „ 


Other  than  Tuberculosis  -> 


Disease. 

Total  Cases  Notified. 

Measles 

Whooping  Coiagh 
Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

144 

.5 

4 

3 

It  will  be  noted  that  Measles  was  epidemic  in  the  district  during 
the  year,  but  that  no  case  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred. 

Tuberculosis  - 


New  Cases  Notified. 
RespiratorVc  Non.Respiratory, 

Deaths. 

Respiratory.  Non,.  Respiratory, 

3 

2  •=> 

Pood  Poisoning. 

There  was  one  case  cf  su^ected  food  poisoning  notified  during  the 

year. 

NOEL  Pe  PEARSQLT, 

Medical  Officei"  of  Health., 
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